[Unusual long-term survival following non-radical treatment of oral mucosal melanoma].
Malignant mucosal melanomas are rare and aggressive. The five-year survival rate for malignant oral melanomas is 15%. A case of a 65-year old male with progressive melanosis in the oral mucus and development of four malignant melanomas during a 15-year follow-up period is presented. The patient was treated non-radically. Radical surgical excision of the melanotic area would have included partial mandibulectomy and maxillectomy followed by massive reconstruction and was thus not an option. The patient has been followed closely during the follow-up period and invasive components have been excised followed by local reconstruction. The patient remains without signs of metastatic disease.